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of its villages, India possesses a huge net-
work of villages which have made no small
contribution to its complex culture. These
villages are a peculiar racial gift of the Aryans
and may be said to represent a distinct phase
in the social development of mankind. India's
rural simplicity is peculiar to her tempera-
ment* Throughout the centuries her economy
has been, as indeed it still is and as it is likely to
continue to be, fundamentally agricultural with
the simple, patient, methodical, and thrifty
kfe for the people which that implies/' * Thus
the political theory in ancient India was essential-
ly a theory of the art of government* It was
mainly an attempt to guide the practical course
of administration*

No study in the structure and practical work-
ing of political institutions in ancient India is
possible within the scope of this book. In-
dian political theory " should be studied at
every step in the light of the actual working
of institutions ; its sources should be traced
ia practice ; its conformity to contemporary
usage exaniined, and its real influence on events
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